
BLACK HOLE (HANK)

• Hello, my nickname is “Black Hole”, and I have been a member of  the 
“Society of Wilderness” since I was 5. Now I'm 11 years old and in sixth 
grade at CI XIN Waldorf Elementary School. 

• My favorite subject at school is woodworking.

• Since August this year, we started the 'Don't Drop It Team' to do 
something and speak out against the harm from cigarette butts in 
Taiwan.



Introduction
• Hello everyone! I’m Hank. Today, let's chat about something really 

important - how cigarette butts and fires are connected. Do you know 
that even a tiny cigarette butt can cause big problems?



Take a guess

根據環境資訊中心2018年數據
https://e-info.org.tw/node/211985

How many cigarette butts are casually 

discarded globally each year?

⬜A. 45 million 

⬜B. 450 million 

⬜C. 4.5 trillion



What is a Cigarette Butt?

• A cigarette butt is what's left after smoking a 
cigarette. It might look small, but it can be really 
dangerous.



Cigarette butts is a big problem, because they're super 

polluting and don't go away on their own. Even though 

they look small, they're full of plastic and harmful stuff 

that can hurt the environment.



About 4.5 trillion 

cigarette butts are causing 

harm to our planet right 

now.

If you stack up 

cigarette products, it'll 

be taller than 2.6 

million buildings.

FACTS



Why are Cigarette Butts 
Dangerous?

• Cigarette butts are dangerous because 
they are hot and have burning stuff. 
They can start a fire by touching things 
around them.



Tiny But Trouble: Cigarette Butt Fires

• According to government numbers, about 3 million people smoke in 
Taiwan. 

• Across the country, out of 36,050 reported fires, 2,953 were because 
of cigarette butts. Cigarette-related fires are still one of the top five 
reasons for fires from 2021 to 2022.



The news from Canada

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-T_X0BIerRs

2023年7月29日

Firefighters in North Vancouver
(北溫哥華) 
shared video of a large fire 
caused by a smouldering(悶燒) 
cigarette butt as a warning. They 
wanted people to be careful 
because the weather is very dry.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-T_X0BIerRs


• Last November, Mr.Hsu(許) , A 23-
year-old man ,has been 
charged(起訴) for starting the fire 
that burned down Carrefour 
Taiwan’s Yangmei Center(物流中心) 
in March.

• After checking for a long time, the 
investigators said the fire happened 
because someone forgot to be 
careful. They said Hsu didn't put out 
his cigarette after smoking..

• The fire not only broke things but 
also made half of the building fall 
down. Carrefour lost about NT$3.9 
billion (US$125 million) because of 
the disaster.

Man charged for starting Taiwan Carrefour logistics center fire
By Stephanie Chiang, Taiwan News, Staff Writer2022/11/11

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zv-G-zZvJIA&t=92s

The news from Taiwan

https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/search?keyword=Stephanie Chiang
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zv-G-zZvJIA&t=92s


What can we do?



Picking up Cigarette Butts Setting Up Drainage Nets Creating Cigarette Butt LINE 
Stickers

Establishing a Facebook Fan 
Page

Butt-Free Articles Producing Short Videos Performing a Skit Interviewing Former 
Chairman of John Tung 

Foundation

Interviewing Presidential 
Candidates

Street Advocacy Cross-Border Video 
Discussion on Cigarette Butt 

Issues

Presenting to 
elementary school 

students

Together

Everyone

Achieve

More



Presenting to elementary school students





With Korean girl







Team Reflections
Personal Growth and Learning:

Recognizing personal growth through learning new skills and 
overcoming challenges.

Team Collaboration and Unity:
Improving teamwork, with better understanding and collaboration 
among team members.

Impactful Contributions to Issues:
Making a positive impact on important matters, with increasing 
influence over time.



Facing Challenges

1.Busy Schedules, Better Time Management:

•Challenge: Too many activities.

•Solution: Improve time management skills.

2.Diverse Environmental Issues:

•Challenge: Tired of the cigarette butt problem.

•Solution: Find new ways to address environmental issues.

3.Improving English for International Communication:

•Challenge: Need better English skills.

•Solution: Focus on enhancing English proficiency.



Future Goals
1.Enhance Data Observation, Sustain Action:
Improve data observation skills for ongoing environmental efforts.

2.Join Environmental Competitions, Boost Visibility: 
Increase exposure and awareness by participating in eco contests.

3.Facilitate Global Exchanges, Showcase Taiwan : 
Foster international connections to highlight Taiwan's contributions 
globally.



Conclusion

• Let's work together to keep our 
environment safe and stop fires. Even 
tiny things like cigarette butts can cause 
big problems. If we handle them the 
right way, we can all have a safe and 
happy life.

Thank you for listening!





Which part of our efforts to address cigarette butt 
issues impressed you the most and why?



Q&A

• Do you have any questions or 
thoughts to share? Let's engage in a 
discussion and learn together!


